Diesterweg-Scholarship

Utilizing family support — We encourage both childre n and parents
A joint project of the Stiftung Polytechnische Gesellschaft (a private foundation), the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs and the Ministry of Social Affairs of the federal state of Hesse and the city of Frankfurt, Germany

Background — how the project came about

As part of a cooperation with public partners and other foundations the Stiftung Poly-
technische Gesellschaft Foundation has implemented a project called ,DeutschSom-
mer*, a summer camp with a focus on teaching the German language to third grade pri-
mary school children with poor German language skills. In the process the Foundation
has gained a good insight into the range of children’s intellectual capabilities and their
family conditions at home.

It has become evident that there is a significant group of primary school children who are
particularly astute, interested and keen to learn but, as a result of linguistic shortcomings
and inadequate support at home, have little chance of entering a higher school educa-
tion. However, special scholarships for children and their parents can provide these chil-
dren with an opportunity for a successful high level school education and better integra-
tion into society by their own efforts. Thus, the idea for an innovative project was born:
the ,Diesterweg-Scholarship for Children and their Parents”, the first scholarship for
families in Germany.

Joining children’s education — Intention of the Die sterweg-Scholarship

The innovative Diesterweg-Scholarship helps children and their parents during the stu-
dent’s transition from primary to secondary school. It supports children with a high intel-
lectual potential but lack of German language knowledge to master and successfully
continue their secondary school education. But it also encourages parents to actively
accompany their children’s education and engage in school and social activities.

Criteria for the scholarship are: Grade four primary school children with obvious intellec-
tual capabilities in spite of German language gaps, parents not being able to support
their children although they would like to do so, and the family must live and children
attend school in Frankfurt.

Structure of the Scholarship Programme

The ,Diesterweg-Scholarship“ — named after the German philosopher and educationalist
Adolph Diesterweg — is awarded for 2 years during grades 4 and 5 to children and their
parents. It comprises a Children-Academy-Program consisting of six Saturday-




Academies in educational institutions in Frankfurt or youth hotels in the area covering
the following subjects: Science and Technology, Music, Literature and Media, Mathe-
matics, Theatre, Arts and Nature. The Children Academies are planned and conducted
by experts promoting age-appropriate talent development. Besides the listed topics they
will also intensively focus on the improvement of the German language.

Parallel to the children academies, the children’s parents are also invited to six Saturday
Academies where they will attend a special programme of easy to understand introduc-
tions to parental education practice and the school and educational system in Germany.
Moreover, children and parents receive information, advice and further instructions
about possibilities of participation in social activities, encouraging them to own personal
engagement. Children could then help out mentoring other children of the summer
camps or the Diesterweg Scholarship in the years to follow. Parents could be mediators
or guides of integration inside and outside of school or within their own ethnic group.

The scholarship programme also arranges excursions to Frankfurt and the immediate
vicinity to find out about and utilize the extensive cultural and recreational facilities and
to explore the city and its surroundings as a place for living and education.

For special activities and purchases related to education of the children, parents can
apply for a total of 600 Euros per year, for example for books or other media - suitable to
inspire and support the child’s interest in learning - or for special training courses and
private lessons. This is an offer to families of the Diesterweg Scholarship who cannot
afford paying for the above mentioned measures themselves.

Between the scheduled Saturday academies, meetings will be arranged for children and
parents to linguistically elaborate further on the contents of the previous academies and
to prepare the next academy. Parents have the opportunity to clarify open questions or
discuss actual school and educational issues. Additionally, the experienced primary
school teacher and project manager Mrs. von Auer offers regular consultation to the
families for intensified support.

Selection of the families

Children have been selected for the scholarship in two ways: First, names of best candi-
dates were recommended by Frankfurt's primary schools participating in the “Deutsch-
Sommer” programme. Second, especially talented children of the 3 weeks “Deutsch-
Sommer 2008” have been named by their advisors. In September 2008, assessments of
the families were conducted. On October 31st, 22 children from 21 families and from 20
primary schools in 19 Frankfurt districts were finally introduced into the Diesterweg
Scholarship programme in a family ceremony. The families come from 13 different coun-
tries. Some of them have complicated family biographies and live under difficult circum-
stances.

First experiences — next steps

It is most pleasant to observe how intensively families participate in all events of the
Diesterweg scholarship programme. It is plain to see that parents strive for the best edu-
cation of their children and that they want to actively support them as much as possible.
This fact has confirmed our plan to continue and enlarge the programme after the two
years trial period. There is enough work to do: experts estimate that there are several



hundred children in Frankfurt whose intellectual capabilities should be developed by a
family scholarship, so that they can qualify for and successfully master a higher school
education. Additional partners will be contacted to extend the programme in Frankfurt
and in other German cities.
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